[ragi Water Week 14-22 March 2023 2023 )I5114-22 9hell olull £guul

A L9|)SLJ| (g O)_\Jg OLLU Ojb‘
|9,w| dLU Usuog La_c: 20

Loy rw )=l Lleg

Irag’s water management and
scarcity since Saddam: 20 years
of promised progress and a worse
water situation than ever before.
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20 years ago, the military action that toppled the Saddam Hussein regime and the chaos that followed saw significant
environmental destruction including the drying up of Irag’s historic marshes and widespread neglect of water and
environment concerns and policies. With a new government came new promises and new hope that water and
environmental protection would improve. Despite repeated promises from successive governments since, government
action has so far failed to match the scale of ambition and challenges, with insufficient and unresourced environmental
policies leading to an unchecked and worsening water situation. The last two decades have seen weak and damaging
domestic and regional water management including an absence of equitable water-sharing agreements with upstream
countries, the building of dams on the Tigris River, and diversion of water tributaries to land. Together these actions and
inaction have reduced water levels in the marshes and Tigris and Euphrates River basins and have led Iraq to lose a large
portion of its strategic water reserves in the last two years alone. This has left more Iragis vulnerable to water scarcity
and the health risks of water quality issues than ever before.

To raise awareness of the dangerous delays in water governance and to demand greater government action to improve
Iraq’s water security, the Tigris River Protectors Association is launching an urgent appeal for Iragi and international
citizens and organizations to actively participate in the second season of Iragi Water Week (14-22 March 2023). Visit the
Humat Dijlah platform (https://linki.st/humatdijlah) and the Hashtag tflragiwaterweek to find out how to get involved in
activities across Iraq’s Euphrates and Tigris cities. You can also share your river stories, pictures and demands with the
hashtag #lragiWaterWeek.

The crisis is continuing and worsening, and we have not yet seen any serious attempt to improve the situation and
protect Iraq’s resources to ensure water and food security for future generations.

To tackle these challenges, the undersigned civil society organizations and individuals commit to working with the
government to achieve the following:

1(Implementation of the Environment Protection and Improvement Law No. 27 of 2009, reviewing what needs to be
reviewed in terms of laws commensurate with the sensitivity of the water and environmental situation in Iraq.

2 (Improving the Government of Irag’s negotiating role with upstream countries including firmer positions to secure
Iraq's water share.

3 (Sustainable water management in Iraqg through legally-binding legislation.

4 (Supporting civil society organizations (local and international) and providing the necessary protection for activists in
the field of water and environment protection.

5 (Holding foreign and national companies operating in the oil industries sector responsible for their environmental
violations.

6 (Accelerating the transition towards a green economy and replacing traditional energy sources with clean and
renewable energy.

7 (Forming a regional water council with government and civil society members, which represents an opportunity to
negotiate with neighboring countries on the shared risks of climate change.

8 (Supporting and financing studies into the benefits of water recycling and its use in agriculture and industry.

9 (Modernizing irrigation methods in Iraq to reduce water wastage that occurs during the agricultural seasons.

10 (Allocate a percentage of the annual budget to repair sewage treatment station networks and water treatment
stations and ensure that rivers are not polluted by sewage.

11 (Improve the solid waste management system, stopping burning and burial operations, replacing them with systems
for sorting and treating waste according to its type, then recycling what is possible and disposing of the waste of these
operations using environmentally friendly and healthy techniques.
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Peace Organization for Peaceful Coexistence

Saya organization For human rights
and democracy

Opinion for Advocacy and Promation of Democracy
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