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1. Organization of the Extended Forum 
 
The very first Iraqi Social Forum took place on 26-28 September 2013 in Baghdad. 
It was the first large gathering in Iraq based upon the World Social Forum (WSF) 
Charter of Principles. About 170 activities were organized during the forum, and 
more than 150 Iraqi organizations and 3000 attendees were present.  
 
One of the Iraqi Social Forum’s aims was to put it in the context of the World Social 
Forum: 
 
“Discussing the role for international civil society organizations to reaffirm their 
support for Iraqis’ causes and the development of social movements in Iraq.” 
 
An important feature of the Forum was therefore the participation from abroad, or 
the ‘Extended Forum’. From abroad, people were able to establish links and new 
partnerships with Iraqi civil society. They could express their solidarity with the 
Iraqi people and support the development of social movements in Iraq by their 
participation, which was open to anyone who shares the principles of the WSF. 
 
A call for participation was sent out in July 2013 by the Extension Team (part of 
International Committee of the ISF), signaling possibilities to participate in the Iraqi 
Social Forum from anywhere in the world, before, during or after the forum.  
 
The following three possibilities for participation were proposed by the Extension 
Team: 
 

• A solidarity activity in a city abroad, to spread awareness on the Iraqi 
situation and the ISF, before, during or after the forum. A Skype call with an 
Iraqi from an organization participating in the ISF would be included. 

• Tele-exchange through video-conference between a group abroad and a 
group at the ISF. Some rooms at the ISF would be equipped with internet 
connection, microphones, webcams and video-projectors allowing a real 
video-exchange between a group in Baghdad and a group abroad. 

• Tele-participation in an activity held in Baghdad within the ISF. It was 
announced that some activities during the Forum would be streamed, with a 
side-chat where all those watching can interact by writing. From abroad, 
people were able to watch the streaming together, project them in a public 
space, or to try to make an intervention through Skype in Baghdad. 

 
Interested participants were able to connect with the Extended ISF Team via skype 
(isf.extensionteam) or via e-mail (isf.extensionteam@gmail.com) to inform the 
Extension Team of the kind of activity they would like to organize, as well as their 
preferred time, date and subject. Subsequently, participants were encouraged to 
connect with any of the Iraqi organizations participating in the ISF in advance, in 
order to get to know each other before the activity would take place. 
 
The Extended Team received 60 proposals for extended participation. Almost half of 
all proposals, 45% came from the Middle East and North Africa region, while 26% 
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of proposals came from the Indian subcontinent (many from Pakistan and 
Bangladesh), 24% from Europe and North America, and the remaining 5% from 
Africa. 
 
Some organizations organized a solidarity activity before the start of the forum, and 
included a Skype call with an Iraqi activist in the event. Other organizations 
connected with the ISF, via Skype or Google Hangout, during the event itself and 
tele-participated in an activity in Baghdad, or had a tele-exchange with Iraqi 
activists. After the forum, more solidarity events on the ISF took place. Several 
international organizations organized gatherings to discuss the ISF and its 
achievements.  All of this was part of the Extended ISF. 
 
All extended activities were done via videocall through Skype or Google Hangout, 
on a laptop. No other materials, such as projectors, were at hand in Baghdad. 
 
In the end, 13 extended ISF activities took place. 6 Solidarity activities were 
organized, of which 2 before the forum and 4 after the forum. 6 tele-exchanges 
took place during the ISF, and 1 tele-participation in an event during the forum. 
Two-thirds of all extended activities that took place originated from Europe; the 
rest from the Middle East and North Africa region and the Indian subcontinent 
(Pakistan and Bangladesh). 
 
Another important part of the Extended Iraqi Social Forum was the livestreaming of 
the opening ceremony and several workshops during the event itself. This way, 
people from abroad were able to watch parts of the forum live, as it happened. 
However, the number of viewers could not be measured. The streaming was done 
from a laptop webcam, via Google Hangout and Ustream. Direct interpretation from 
Arabic into English was provided for several streamed workshops, via microphones. 
The livestreams were accessible from the Arabic website of the ISF (iraqsf.org). 
 
Afterwards, all available recorded videos and its transcriptions were put online, on 
the webpage of the Iraqi Social Forum on Openfsm.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4	  
	  

2. Solidarity activities before the ISF 
 
17 September 12:00 
Peace Heart Foundation (PHF), Badin, Pakistan 
 
On 17 September the Peace Heart Foundation in Pakistan arranged a rally to show 
the solidarity with Iraqi Social Forum. About 55 participants joined the rally, holding 
a banner  saying ‘No War In Syria’.  Later that afternoon a discussion program was 
organized to express solidarity with Iraq. About 90 participants joined the 
discussion “Another Iraq is possible with Peace, Human rights and Social justice”.  

 
 
17 September 15:00  
Participatory Action Development Plan (PADP), Dhaka, Bangladesh 
 
The PADP arranged a rally on 17 September in Dhaka, to show their solidarity with 
Iraqi Social Forum.  Near about 60 participants joined the rally, holding a banner on 
which was written “Another Iraq is possible with Peace, Human rights and Social 
justice”. Afterwards, a discussion program was held, by Ms. Quazi Baby, the 
director of the PDAP, in which participants talked about the Iraqi situation. 
 
On behalf of the ISF Ali Farhad, Nadia Baghdadi and Ismaeel Dawood spoke with 
Dhaka via a Skype call.  

 
 
 
 



5	  
	  

3. Tele-participation during the ISF 
 

26 September 12:15 
Karibu Foundation (Oslo, Norway) 
 
A group of Oslo’s Karibu Foundation had a gathering to watch the livestream of the 
opening ceremony of the ISF. Tyler D. Hauger, project manager of the foundation, 
had a live intervention in the opening ceremony of the ISF, after a series of 
speeches of internationals present at the forum. The live-intervention took 2 
minutes and was done via Skype. The audio was linked to the speakers, so all 
attendants in Iraq could hear. Below is the transcript of the intervention: 
 
Dear friends in Baghdad, 
 
Warm greetings from Oslo!  Today we congratulate you - the first Iraqi Social 
Forum - for standing together as a collective voice and proclaiming that “Another 
Iraq is possible:  An Iraq of Peace, Human Rights, and Social Justice."   As the ISF 
planning committee has expressed, the withdrawal of the US and occupation troops 
has opened the way to complete the struggle of Iraqi people for democracy and 
social justice.  This still requires the continued moral courage and strategic clarity 
from each one of the social movements you represent.  We in Norway commit to 
stand with you in solidarity in this journey.   We are sorry we are unable to join you 
in Baghdad for this important and historic event, but know that we join your 
struggle for a just peace across Iraq and are participating via tele-exchanges.   Our 
thoughts are with you, and we  join you in proclaiming boldly that Another Iraq IS 
indeed possible, inevitable, and is it happening today! 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Representatives from the Norwegian Social Forum, the Norwegian Peace Council, 
Women's International League for Peace & Freedom - Norway, Nansen Dialogue 
Network, and the Karibu Foundation 
 

 
More on the live-streaming part of the forum further. 
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4. Tele-exchanges during the ISF 
 
26 September 15:00 
Amnesty International (Brussels, Belgium) 
 
Carsten Jurgensen is a researcher for the Iraq Team at the International Secretariat 
of Amnesty International (AI) in London. Terry Rockefeller (Board of AI USA) had a 
conversation with him, as well as an Iraqi activist who spoke in Arabic with Carsten, 
and of Un Ponte Per… Martina Pignatti. Carsten was especially interested in Iraqi 
organizations working on detention of activists, as that is the subject AI is currently 
working on mostly. The Iraqi Civil Society Solidarity Initiative (ICSSI) expressed the 
will to cooperate with AI in the future. 
 

 
 
27 September 12:00 
Iraakse Platform Nederland - Iraq Platform Netherlands (The Hague, Netherlands) 
 
The Iraq Platform Netherlands is an association of more than 20 progressive and 
democratic Iraqi diaspora organizations in the Netherlands, among which several 
human rights, artists, youth and women organizations. Mr. Abbas, its president, is 
an Iraqi immigrant who moved to Holland in 1997 and has not been in Iraq since. 
 
He spoke to several Iraqi youth activists present at the Forum, as well as leading 
Iraqi women’s rights activist Hannah Edward. Abbas expressed his solidarity with 
Iraq, and said he would like to invest more in reaching out to Iraq from the 
Netherlands.  



7	  
	  

27 September 18:00 
Un Ponte Per… (Rome, Italy) 
 
Eight people of the Italian NGO Un Ponte Per… spoke to several people among 
which Martina Pignatti and Shatha Naji of Women for Peace. Naji spoke about the 
ISF process, the exceptional turnout of the first day, and about her fears that 
September 28 would be less participated. However, the ISF was already a success 
by then and together they celebrated the results. 
 
28 September 11:00 
Occupied Palestine and Syrian Golan Heights Advocacy Initiative (OPGAI) 
Alternative Information Center (AIC)  (Beit Sahour, Palestine) 
 
Ahmad Jaradat and 10 other Palestinian activists, from the offices of the AIC in Beit 
Sahour, had an exchange with several Iraqi activists about the role of social 
movements and youth in the Middle-East, and mainly Iraq. They emphasized the 
ISF as an important step to strengthen democracy.  

 
28 September 14:00 
The Italian Platform for the World Social Forum (Rome, Italy) 
 
Video-call with the Italian Platform for the World Social Forum, within an event in 
Roma dedicated to European policies. About 50 representatives of main Italian 
social movements, networks and unions were present, and they were amazed by 
the results achieved in Iraq. Raffaella Bolini of the WSF International Council 
introduced the call in Roma, then Martina Pignatti of Un ponte per... and Nadia al-
Baghdadi of the ISF Secretariat spoke from Baghdad, from the terrace of the 
Cultural House, showing even a view of the Tigris to people in Rome. 
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28 September 14:30 
Representatives of the Egyptian Youth Social Forum (Ismailya, Egypt) 
 
Audio-call with an Egyptian association of community cinema. Shereen and a few 
other activists connected from Egypt and spoke in Arabic with Ali (ISF Coordinator) 
and Taif (Iraqi Civil Society Solidarity Initiative) from Baghdad and agreed that they 
will all meet in the Egyptian Youth Social Forum taking place in Egypt in November. 
 

 
 

5. Solidarty activities after the ISF 
 

1 October 
Ya Basta!, Un Ponte Per… (Perugia, Italy) 
 
Ya Basta! (Perugia) organized a speaking night in its new headquarter, not far from 
the historical center of the city, where photos and videos of the Iraqi Social Forum 
were shown. Ismaeel Dawood from Un Ponte Per… and Francesco Paone from Ya 
Basta! Emilia Romagna gave an in-depth talk about the forum. 
 
2 October 17:00 
Progetto Rebeldia, Un Ponte Per… (Pisa, Italy) 
 
Solidarity Initiative in Pisa at a former colours' firm, now occupied by social 
movements of the Municipality of Common Goods. Martina Pignatti and Ismaeel 
Dawood of Un Ponte Per… spoke about the ISF, and Martina showed pictures and 
videos to comment her trip to Baghdad. About 25 people participated, and they all 
had Arab food together. 
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3 October 
Un Ponte Per… (Messina, Italy) 
 
The ‘Teatro Pinelli’ in Messina, Sicily, hosted more than 30 Italian activists who 
stressed their solidarity to the Iraqi civil society, after ten years of war. They 
celebrated the first Iraqi Social Forum. During a discussion on the ISF many Iraqi 
campaigns were cited, such as the “Save the Tigris and the Iraqi Marshes 
Campaign”, “Worker’s Rights” and other campaigns .  

 
 
4 October 
No MOUS, Un Ponte Per… (Niscemi, Italy) 
 
In the headquarters of the campaign against US Army installations, No MOUS, 
activists Valeria Gambino and Ismaeel Dawood from Un Ponte Per… were invited to 
have an exchange on their experience of Iraqi and Italian social movements 
struggling for peace and against militarism in Iraq. Valeria and Ismaeel explained 
how the Iraqi forum came about. All participants agreed on the importance of 
international solidarity in supporting activists, and that the social forum is a model 
for solidarity. After the event activists took a photo with their hearts and minds 
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repeating:  “While war divide us the struggle for peace will always bring us 
together, from Sicily to Baghdad!” 

 
 
 

6. Livestreaming during the Forum 

26 September 
 

• The full opening ceremony was streamed (1 hour and 35 minutes), including 
several speeches from internationals, live music and dance and the tele-
intervention from the Karibu Foundation in Norway. This was done from one 
channel via Google Hangout. 

 
• A second, short live streaming (28 minutes) was done from another channel, 

showing the music players and the start of the Sports Against Violence run. 
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27 September 
 
The next day three simultaneous livestreams took place, all via Google Hangout. 
 

• A livestream could be watched of a symposium which took place at the start 
of the forum, on “The Global campaigns for peace and non violence”,  
organized by the Iraqi Civil Society Solidarity Initiative (ICSSI). Less than 
half of the symposium was streamed. 

 
• A second livestream was transmitted at the same time, on “Water Crisis 

between Iraq and Neighboring Countries: The Ilisu dam, Exploring Legal 
Strategies in Iraq and Elsewhere”, by the People of Iraq Campaign to save 
the Tigris and Iraqi Marshes. Less than 45 minutes was streamed. 

 
 

• A third simultaneous livestream was done for the workshop “Social Justice in 
Iraq” by the Information Center for Social Development. In total 10 minutes 
of this workshop was successfully been recorded. It is not clear how much 
was livestreamed, or through which website the stream was transmitted and 
recorded. Note: the quality of the recorded videos is much better than the 
other streams. 
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28 September 
 
Due to problems on the previous day, a fixed ISF channel was created via Ustream. 
 
Two workshops have been livestreamed that day. 

 
• A 50 minute livestream was transmitted of the workshop “State Attitude 

towards unions' activity in Iraq after 2003” by the Engineering Professions 
Syndicate, which took place from 9:00 until 10:45. The stream was done via 
Google Hangout. 
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• A substantial part of the symposium on the Child Protection code,  by the 
Information Center for Social Development, was streamed from 11:00, 
however not recorded. 

 
 
 

7. Evaluation of the Extended Forum 
 
The Extended Iraqi Social Forum was a success, especially considering the 
circumstances in Baghdad, and the fact that this was the first social forum 
organized in Iraq. Many activists and organizations from outside of Iraq, mainly 
from Europe and the Middle East, expressed their solidarity with Iraq. New links 
were established between organizations in Iraq and organizations abroad. Many 
possibilities for future cooperation were opened. 
 
Preparation 
The Extension Team’s plan was to establish a connection between participating 
organizations from abroad and their Iraqi counterparts before the start of the 
forum, so that both parties would have already familiarized with each other before 
their activity would take place. However, It was very hard to make a connection 
between the international organizations and Iraqi activists before the start of the 
ISF. The Iraqi side was mostly focused on the Iraqi component of the forum and the 
logistics in Baghdad. More attention should have been given from Baghdad with 
regards to the preparation of the Extended Forum. 
 
During the forum, Iraqi organizers did express their amazement at experiencing all 
the solidarity from abroad, through the extended participation.  Nonetheless, the 
main problem was the fact that an Iraqi liaison between the international team and 
the Baghdad team was missing. Participants from the Iraqi side, in tele-exchanges 
or solidarity events before and during the forum, were only arranged at the very 
last moment, often literally several minutes before the start of the activity. In the 
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end, this did not pose any problems for international groups that were available for 
the connection, but others quit the idea of connecting with Baghdad since they were 
not sure that it would succeed. 
 
Infrastructure 
The internet connection in all premises was not stable. Only one day in advance, 
the organization team of the ISF learned that the opening ceremony could not be 
held in the National Theater of Baghdad. A last minute move had to be arranged, 
Baghdad University. Here the opening ceremony of the ISF was held, on the outside 
premises of the campus. Streaming had to be done from outside, and a wifi signal 
was available, but very weak. However, with the help of an internet stick a stable 
stream could be provided of the opening ceremony. 
 
In the Baghdad Cultural Center, on the second day of the forum (27 September) 
the first workshops and symposiums would take place at 9:00 in the morning. 
However, upon arrival the internet router still had to be installed. This took about 
half an hour, so no streaming or tele-exchanges could take place before that time.  
 
No external webcams, projectors et cetera were at hand in Baghdad. Its availability 
was not confirmed in advance, so in any case all streaming, tele-participations and 
tele-exchanges could be done via a laptop with webcam. 
 
A large room was designated for the Extension Team in the Baghdad Cultural 
Center, where all tele-exchanges could be held in all tranquility.  
 
Although the Extension Team in Baghdad worked very hard, the team was too 
small. This meant that, due to the high volume of work not all workshops could be 
streamed, and more focus was on making sure the tele-exchanges went successful 
then on the livestreaming. With a larger team, attention could have been equally 
divided between both components of the Extended Forum, and more livestreaming 
could have been done. 
 
Quality and accessibility of the streaming 
For the opening ceremony and the first day of the forum, all streaming was done 
via Google Hangout. However, the provided wifi connection was not stable, while 
the thick walls of the building did not allow the use of an internet stick. Each time 
the connection got disrupted during a livestream, a new transmission had to be set 
up. Via Google Hangout this implies a new link is created for each new 
transmission. This link in turn had to be put online in order for people to access the 
streaming. This made the livestreaming not easily accessible. 
 
That is why the Extension Team decided to create a Ustream account, a streaming 
facility with the option for viewers to chat, and a constant link that does not change 
if internet connection is lost and then re-activated. 
 
The technical problems also meant that it was not clear how many workshops and 
which workshops in particular would be livestreamed, until the start of each day. 
Therefore it was not possible to give an overview in advance of all livestreamed 
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workshops. Viewers were told to keep an eye on the website, where all links to all 
available livestreams could be found. 
 
The video quality was satisfactory, but the sound was not always audible, due to 
the infrastructure.  
 
Interpretation 
Competent interpreters, who had received extensive training in advance, were 
always at hand in Baghdad. Interpretation from Arabic in English therefore never 
posed a problem. As they spoke directly into a microphone, their interpretation was 
always easily audible. 
 
Communication between the Extension Team in Baghdad and the Extension Team 
abroad 
Communication was not always very smooth. Before the start of the forum, 
communication between the international team and Iraq was not always easy, also 
because of the language barrier.  
 
During the forum, communication between the extension team in Baghdad and the 
extension team abroad mostly went via the extension mailing list. Although the 
extension team in Baghdad was online on Skype during all transmissions, due to 
the high volume of the work it was most of the time not able to communicate, and 
most communication was done at the end of the day, after all activities had passed. 
 
The Extension Team abroad did give important back-up to the team in Baghdad and 
were essential. They made sure a link to all streams was provided on the ISF 
website, maintained contact with participants before their activities, and transcribed 
all recorded sessions. 
 

 
8. Recommendations 

 
• The Extension Team should be expanded, mostly on the Iraqi side. An Iraqi 

who is able to act as a liaison between the international Extension Team and 
the organization committee of the ISF in Iraq, and between international 
participants and Iraqi organizations, is essential. A better allocation of tasks 
is recommended as well, especially between the Extension Team in Baghdad 
and the Extension Team abroad. 

• The importance of the international component of a social forum, and the 
extended forum, should be stressed towards Iraqi’s, for future editions. 

• Communication to all people who expressed interest in participating from 
abroad, should be more clear and simple. Often it was not clear to 
participants from abroad which arrangements could be done in advance, or 
what was expected from them. For instance: for a long time it was not clear 
whether tele-exchanges with large groups, via projectors were actually 
possible in Baghdad, or whether an Iraqi counterpart could be arranged in 
advance. It is recommended to be clear about this in advance, towards all 
participants. This implies i.e. that a clear assessment is made of all facilities 
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and manpower in Iraq, which should be done before a call to participation is 
sent out.  

• It is recommended to test the internet connection and all infrastructure in 
advance, in the premises before the start of the forum. This did not happen, 
due to the security situation in Baghdad. The internet connection was 
insufficient.  

• The basic infrastructure (laptops) were adequate for all tele-exchanges and 
tele-participations. Perhaps for next editions better infrastructure such as 
projectors and interpretation equipment could be provided in order to enlarge 
the extended activities, include more participants and have larger 
discussions. Improved audio infrastructure should be arranged next time. 

• Regarding the livestream: It should be communicated to in advance to the 
general public which parts of the ISF will be streamed, and through which 
channel the streaming can be watched. All of this was only decided during 
the event itself. Again, this is connected to an assessment of all facilities in 
available in Baghdad in advance. 

• There should be more focus on documenting and recording. Tele-exchanges 
should be recorded, as well as all livestreams, and even all other sessions 
that are not streamed at all. If no recording is possible, sound recordings or 
pictures could be taken.  

• Though there were several international participants present in Baghdad from 
the Middle Eastern and North African region, it is recommended to spread 
more awareness on the Iraqi Social Forum in the MENA region, as two thirds 
of all participants from abroad in extended activities originated from Europe. 
As the ISF is now the largest national social forum in the Arab World, it would 
be good to aim for more participants from the MENA region in the next ISF, 
and for further integration of the ISF in the region as a whole. The Extended 
Social Forum proved that – if there is willingness to communicate – links can 
be created in spite of the security challenges and the obstacles to travel. 

 
 

Report drafted by: 
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